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Mapping industry yet
to mature here

‘Vast scope for location-based services’

Preathi J.
EBangalore, March 26
India has not caught onto the
mapping fever that's hit other
countries, Lack of sufficient
and ¢lear hic data is
draggi e indu back,

w‘:ﬁmas“%h! d:mde:ir:es.
“There are many issues
while digitising maps for use
online - no systematic ad-
dressing scheme of city
streets and -nurd?red;iﬁfugm-
tion, Merging of updated in-
I'anna:iﬂhmg:agheredpﬂm takes
time and much effore,” said
Mr Kentaro Tovama, Group
Lead, Digital Geographics
Project and Assistant Manag-
ing Director, Microsoft Re-
search India. In India, MSH
India and the Survey of India
began the process of digitis-
ing maps for the Virtual India
project.
The digital aphics di-
vision athSR India work on
urpose-driven  navigation;
EntEpﬂnﬁnn of maps :Lmlngﬁ;
roject Lachesis — analysing
ocation histories; text-free

user interfaces for maps, ete.
The team is now working on
geocoding, an approximation
ofan addressby the computer.
Anearly projectby MSR In-
dia involves an application
that will process images and
offer transliterationin the lan-
guﬁ of the user. The user
could just hold up his camera
phone, click a roadsign, and
$e mu!giltlﬁ] _wluu]d shm;a him
etextin his L 50,171
formation muﬁﬁlil?huined
bypassing language.

NEW AFPLICATIONS

Mobile application develop-
ers such as CanvasM are also
waiting for the mapping in-
dusery to mature, It will mean
the ignition of a whole new in-
dustry - location-based ser-
viges, "Location-based
services has moved farbevond
inothercountries, Here, there
isless geographic information
system. Hence global posi-
tioning system use is also lim-
ited,” said Mr Jagdish Mitra,
Head, CanvasM. Global Posi-

tioning System (GPS) is the
use of satellites to determine a
location, in co-ordinates, This
can then be combined with a
digital map to offer more ser-
vices - such as route informa-
tion, or nearest distance to a
point of interest, or an m-cou-
pon{called location based ser-
vices).

The US Government is
planning to make all mobile
vendors include GPS as a de-
fault to increase efficiency of
emergency services, GPS de-
vices and mapping software
on mobile are popular in
countries where Internet and
GPRS (connecting to the In-
ternet via mobile) access is
ubiguitous.

“It all depends on how
quickly India can become an
Internet-driven  economy,”
said Mr Tovama. Commer-
cialisation of maps, inclusion
of points of interest and loca-
tion-based services will be the
catalyst that will boost the
mapping industry in India, say
industry experts.



